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 Legacy of Love Lives On

     I met Hudsen about three years ago in Haiti when I was visiting 
there on my sixth trip with the HLMS. He is the nephew of our 
beloved friend Leonard who we had known for over twenty years. 
During that trip Hudsen traveled on the bus with us delivering 
food and supplies. Hudsen spoke to me in broken English about 
moving from Les Cayes (where he had gone to help after the 2010 
earthquake) to begin to help his Uncle Leonard with the church 
that was meeting at his home in Petionville.
     Since then I’ve loved getting to know Hudsen better and have 
noticed many of the same incredible qualities Leo embodied are 
traits that Hudsen shares as well. Thanks to modern technology 
we have been able to keep in touch on a regular basis as he grows 
the children’s program at Zion Church and takes on increasing 
responsibilities in the aftermath of Leo’s death.
     Many times I have woken up to an early morning message from 
Hudsen asking me how to say a certain phrase correctly in English 
or asking me to brainstorm with him about lesson plans or crafts 
or games for the kids at church. 
     Often his messages are about the day he has had delivering 
food to the starving in remote areas we can’t safely visit when 
in Haiti or about a new exciting lesson or game he has planned 
for the kids. This morning I received just one of those messages 
and I wanted to share this little note from Haiti with you.  
                                                                     (continued on page 4)

Find us on 
Facebook and Instagram
and get all the latest trip 

reports, photos, 
videos and more.

Find us at “Haiti Lutheran 
Mission Society, USA” 

and “like” us today!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Brother and Sisters in Christ,

     Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience. Col. 3:12

     Last month my wife and I attended Pioneer Power, an event near 
LeSeuer, Minnesota, that features many exhibits and demonstrations of 
farm equipment from the past, including a working threshing machine. 
We had lunch at the open-air Threshers’ Kitchen and commented to 
one of the cashiers about her half-eaten piece of pie with ice cream. “Is 
that advertisement?” we asked. She answered no and then explained that 
after a customer had purchased a piece of pie, she had said, “That looks 
delicious.” He responded by giving it to her. She said in all the years she 
had sat there as cashier, no one had ever done such a thing. “It restores 
my faith in humanity,” she said.  Imagine, a piece of pie restoring her 
faith in humanity. I’m sure this was an overstatement, but the cashier 
was definitely moved that someone had reached out to her in kindness. 
Coincidentally, the following Sunday, one of the members where I am 
serving a vacancy, finished a conversation by saying, “There is no law 
against kindness.”

     Kindness and HLMS? What greater kindness can we have than to 
give physical and spiritual food to our brothers and sisters in Haiti? 
What greater kindness is there than to build schools and churches 
where our brothers and sisters can grow in the faith? As our mission 
teams visit Haiti they bring suitcases full of medical supplies, school 
supplies, crafts, clothes, shoes, material, banners, computers, painting 
supplies…The list goes on. The needs are always there in Haiti, but the 
gathering begins with a kindness shown by home congregations, family 
and friends. “I have…” or “My company has…” or “Could you use…” 
People are anxious to be kind and to share what the Lord has so richly 
given to them. The financial health of HLMS begins with the kindness 
of our donors who faithfully send in contributions for the support of 
all the work done in Haiti—supporting pastors, teachers and students. 
This kind of kindness can change the world, and it can change the 
lives of our brothers and sisters in Haiti. We thank you for that!                                                                   
       (continued on next page)

The mission of the Haiti Lutheran Mission Society, USA 
is to minister to the spiritual and physical needs of the 
Haitian people, so that they might be won by the Holy

Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 3:7-15



  
In Loving Memory of

Viola Harper
June 20, 1928 - July 21, 2016

Special thanks to Ralph Harper for the memorial 
dedicated to his wife Viola 

for the funding of an important water reservoir 
to serve our well in Caracess. 

This water supply will serve the 
surrounding community, providing fresh, 

clean water and bringing them 
to the church and school we serve. 

    PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  (continued from page 2)

      In October, I will be stepping down as president of the HLMS. It has been my great privilege 
to serve in that capacity for the last several years. In the future, I will be reading the letter from the 
president instead of writing it. I will continue to support the work of HLMS with my financial 
gifts, prayers and speaking engagements when I have the opportunity. 
     The challenges in Haiti can be overwhelming, but through your kindness, the work will 
continue, and the Lord will bless it. You may never know the results of your kindness on this side 
of eternity. The Threshers’ Kitchen customer will never know how truly happy he made the cashier 
nor will he know his act of kindness was the inspiration for a newsletter article; that is how it is 
with kindness. Pass it on. Remember, “There is no law against kindness.”
Rev. Robert Nowak
President, HLMS

Editors Note: please join us in thanking Pastor Nowak for his years of service to the HLMS. 
He has traveled to Haiti, preached sermons in Haiti and supported the efforts of the HLMS
as a faithful servant for many years. We thank God for his dedication!



Legacy Of Love Lives On
(continued from cover)

Hudsen: “The kids have been on summer vacation from the kids program and I restarted it back 
up yesterday. I’m going to teach them how to make friendship bracelets and will be taking them to 
the museum at the end of this month. Every Sunday I’m giving them some verses from the Bible to 
learn and in December we will have a competition on those verses at church. We’re going to have 
a soccer championship for the kids too. Next week I’m going to be sharing some clothing supplies 
with some of the kids who need them.  Last night we shared food with brothers and sisters at 
church. Two weeks ago we took a group to the beach with three other churches. I delivered food to 
the church in Cite Soleil. I’m planning to go to the Central Plateau to share food with the starving 
people, like me and Leonard used to do together.”

We all miss our beloved friend Leonard so much but it warms my heart seeing his legacy of love 
living on through Hudsen and others in the Zion Church community. When I commend Hudsen 
for his hard work and all that he does for the community his response sounds like an echo from my 
old friend Leo; “To God be the glory”. 

Thank you for helping us support all of the mission outreaches of the HLMS.

Kris Costello
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“To God be 

the glory”

Hudsen Isador with a friend at the orphanage



Haiti Trip March 16-19, 2017, by Dick Buethe

     I arrived on March 16 and traveled to meet with Pastor Thomas Bernard then to the new location 
of our Zion church. It was wonderful to see so many friends there, still meeting together, but now 
at a new location after the loss of our dear friend Leonard. Zion is now meeting on Delmas 95 in a 
building shared with a college. Hudsen Isadore, Leonard’s nephew, is doing a wonderful job helping 
this community transition. I was thrilled to see approximately 120 Haitians crowded into the room 
that should accommodate 80 or 90. They were happy and clapping when I told them the church will 
go forward, our support will continue. I shared with them that even though Leonard is now gone 
from this earth, God is not dead and we will continue to share His gospel message and support this 
work with them in Haiti. There was a lot of tears of joy.
     I found that Leonard’s nephew, Hudsen Isadore, is doing so much work for this church community. 
Everything from leading the children’s program 3 days a week, helping with after school homework 
help and delivering food to far reaching 
communities, just like he used to do with 
Leonard. 
     While on the trip I also visited Josie’s 
orphanage and all the sweet kids there. It 
was encouraging to see all of the additional 
work completed on the orphanage, thanks 
to the generous support of Messiah 
Lutheran Church, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
     Sunday was very busy attending Pastor 
Thomas’ church and purchasing food 
supplies for distribution at Zion church 
later that day. I pray that with God’s 
leading, Zion Lutheran Church will 
continue to grow in faith and numbers. 

FREE DOLLARS FOR HAITI
Do you have a policy/investment with 

Thrivent Insurance?  
You may be able to contribute to the HLMS at no cost 

to you through 
Thrivent’s “Choice Dollars” program.  

Members are encouraged to direct money 
from Thrivent to a charity of their choice.  

Last year almost $8,000.00 was donated 
to the HLMS by Thrivent on behalf of 

members who were enrolled in this program.  Please 
check with your agent to see if you qualify, then consider 

directing your gift to the HLMS for work in Haiti.  
It costs you nothing!

Members of Zion Lutheran meeting in their new location
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HAITI TRIP 
June 23 - 28, 2017

DICK BUETHE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HLMS

      I traveled to Haiti with fellow board member Roger Moore for this important 
time of celebration in Haiti! While we were there we visited many of the sites 
supported by the HLMS including Zion church, Coracess Church to see the water reservoir paid for 
with a generous memorial gift from one of our HLMS supporters (see page 3), the orphanage and 
Good Shepherd Church and School.
     Sunday was an incredible day of celebration at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church where Pastor 
Bernard ordained 15 new lay pastors! We now have 32 ordained pastors in Haiti. Praise God!  There 
were 650 people in attendance at this incredible service and a meal was shared by all following. 
     Thank you for your important support that allows this incredible work to not only continue but 
to grow! We could not do it without you!
Thank you for praying for my travels!

Dick Buethe/ Executive Director



PRAYERS FOR HAITI

Autumn 2017

Prayers of Thanks:
For the safety of Dick Buethe who traveled several times to Haiti & for the work accomplished 
through him. And for the safety of HLMS Board member, Roger Moore, who attended the 
Ordinations at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.
For our faithful servant President Rev. Robert Nowak who has served the HLMS as unto the 
Lord “with kindness.”  He will be stepping down as HLMS President in October.
For the Incredible day of celebration at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Haiti where Pastor 
Bernard ordained 15 new lay pastors for a total of 32 ordained Pastors in Haiti. To God be the glory! 
That God has provided Hudson Isadore (Leonard’s nephew) to transition the community by 
carrying on the work that Leonard did. 
Praise God for the new location of Zion Church at Delmas 95.
For the work accomplished at Josie’s orphanage by Messiah Lutheran Church, Lincoln, NE. 
For completion of the Coracess Church water reservoir through generous donations.
For our dear Haitian workers in our churches, schools and orphanages & for the opportunity to 
minister to physical & spiritual needs of many Haitians. 
For your continued prayer and financial support for the HLMS Mission so that both bodies and 
souls are fed.
For the faithful leadership of the HLMS Board.

Prayer Requests—Please PRAY:
That God would raise up a new HLMS President with a servant heart & a precious love for Jesus 
& the HLMS ministry.
For financial aid to continue our work in Haiti.
For funds for food.  
That God would prepare the volunteer teams going to 
Haiti & keep them safe as they work in Haiti. 
That God would sustain & continue to grow the 
mission in Haiti and give continued enthusiasm, 
wisdom and strength to its leaders.  
For continued prayers.
For God’s wisdom and discernment for the board 
members as they lead the HLMS.   

(prayers submitted by Jill Jank)

The next meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the HLMS 

will be held on Saturday, 
October 21st, 2017 at 9 AM 

at the office of 
Buethe & Associates 

Insurance
Lincoln, Nebraska
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The Haiti Lutheran Mission Society Needs Your Help!The Haiti Lutheran Mission Society Needs Your Help!
In order to help us track our readership, please enclose this portion of your newsletter with your financial
support or requests for information. This will allow us to make any necessary address changes, forward
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_____ I would like to help sponsor a child to attend
school and receive an accredited Christian
education for $130 per year.
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_____ I would like to contribute to the HLMS

general fund. Enclosed is $_________.
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$______ to the HLMS.

_____ Please forward additional copies of the

HLMS brochure. I need ___ copies.
_____ Please send a copy of The HLMS Call to this

address:

(Contributions to the HLMS are tax deductible as allowed by law)

(Please make your check payable to the Haiti
Lutheran Mission Society, USA)

Name:________________________________

Address:______________________________
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City: _________________________________

State: _____ Zip Code:__________________

Email:
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